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CONCERNING BUSYBODIES 


(from Plutarch’s 


lf a house is stuffy, dark, chilly, or un- 
healthy, it is perhaps best to get out of it. 
But if long association makes you fond of 
the place- - - make it brighter, fresher, 
and more <a keel Since there are earthin 
injurious and unhealthy states of mind which 
chill and darken the soul, it would be best 
to get rid of them- 

We may take the vice of the busybody 
as an instance in point. It is a love of pry- 
ing into other people’s troubles, a disease 
tainted with both envy and malice. Pray 
turn your pryingness the other way about, 
and make it face inwards. If you are 
so fond of the business of inquiring into 
defects, you will find plenty to occupy you 
at home-- - - You will find errors in your 
conduct, disorders in your heart and mind, 
and lapses in your duty ---- In your own 
case you have one stock of faults arising 
from envy, another from jealousy, another 
fror cowardice, another from meanness. 
These are the faults for you to inspect and 
examine. Block up the windows and 
alleys of your inquisitiveness on the side 
towards your neighbours, and open others 
which look into your own house - 

In dealing with others, we furnish our 
malice with an eye in the shape of our 
meddlesomeness, but we are. continually 
being tripped up by our own misdeeds and 
vices, of which we are unaware because we 
provide ourselves with no light or vision to 
perceive them. It follows that the busybody 


is a better friend to his enemies than to 


himself. While censoriously reproving their 
shortcomings and showing them what they 
ought to avoid or amend, heis so taken up 
with faults outside that he overlooks most 
of those at home: -- - 

While treating our own concerns with the 
greatest indifference, ignorance, and ne- 
glect, we begin discussing other people’s 
pedigrees — how ourneighbour’s grandfather 
was a Syrianand his grandmothera Thracian. 
“So-and-So owes more than 7OO pounds, 
and cannot pay the interest.” We also make 


_ it our business to inquire about such matters 


as where So-and-So got his wife, and what 
private talk was that between A and B in 


the corner - 


ino 


There are some to whom their own life 
isa most distressing spectacle, and who 
therefore cannot bear to look at it nor to 
reflect the light of reason upon themselves. 


Morals’) 


Their soul is so fraught with all manner of 
vices, that, shuddering with horror at what 
lies within, it darts away from home, and 
goes prowling round other men’s concerns, 
where it lets its malice batten and grow 
fat cee 

The busybody-+: goes picking out of 
every house the troubles which it is en- 
deavoring to bury out of sight. But surely 
it was a.neat answer which the Egyptian 
made ta the man who asked him what he 
was carrying in that wrapper. “That,” said 
he, ‘is why it is ina wrapper.’”” And why 
pray, are you so inquisitive about a thing 
which is being concealed? +--+ It is not 
usual to walk into another man’s house with- 
out knocking at the door but the 
busybody steals in to see -': - His object 
is to uncover and make public those things 
to which keys, bolts, and the street-door 
owe their existence: - 

How, then, are we to escape this vice? 
By turning our inquisitiveness the other way 
round, directing our minds to better and 
more interesting objects ---- But perhaps 
you will have no curiosity for such concerns 
because there is nothing wrong about them. 
Well if inquisitiveness absolutely must be 
always browsing and passing its time among 
things sordid, like a maggot among dead 
matter, introduce it to history and story and 
supply it with bad things inabundance and 
without stint. +--+ Take your fill, enjoy 
yourself, and cause no annoyance or pain to 
any of those with whom you come in contact. 

Inquisitiveness finds no pleasure in 
scandals which are stale; it wants them hot 
and fresh -+-- If anyone will sit by the 
busybody and tell him the news (of evil) 
there is no sleepiness about him---- As 
butchers pray for a good supply of animals, 
and fishermen for a good supply of fish, so 
busybodies pray for a good supply of calami- 
ties, for plenty of troubles. They must al- 
ways have their fish to catch or carcass to 
cut up +++ % 

There is no advantage to be got from 
mixing yourself with busybodies, whereas 
you will derive great benefit from putting 
a forcible check upon your curiosity and 
training it to obey the commands of the 
reason - - - - Blackmailers and informers ere 
a breed belonging to the Busybody clan; 
they are members of the family. But, 


(Continued on pege 8) 


GREATER THAN KINGS AND 
PARLIAMENTS 


Here is a man who was born in an obscure 
village, the child of a peasant woman. He 
grew. up in another obscure village. He 
worked in a carpenter shop until He was 
thirty, and then for three years He was an 
itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. 
He never held an office. He never owned 
a home. He never hada family. He never 
went to college. He never put his foot 
inside a big city. He never traveled two 
hundred miles from the place where He was 
born. He never did one of the things that 
usually accompany greatness. He had no 
credentials but Himself. He had nothing 
to do with this world except the naked 
power of His divine manhood. While still 
a young man, the tide of popular opinion 
turned against Him. His friends ran away. 
One of them denied Him. He was turned 
over to His enemies. - He went through the 
mockery of a trial. He was nailed upon a cross 
between two thieves. His executioners 
gambled for the only piece of property He 
had on earth while He was dying — an 
that was His coat. When He was dead He 
was taken downand laid in a borrowed grave 
through the pity of a friend. 

Nineteer wide centuries have come and 
gone and today He is the centerpiece of the 
human race and the leader of progress. 

lam far within the mark when | say 
that all the armies that ever marched, and all 
the navies that ever were built, and all the 
parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings 
that ever reigned, put together, have not 
affected the life of man upon this earth as 

powerfully as has this One solitary life. 
Anonymous 


Cast all your cares on God; that anchor holds. 
-- Tennyson 


EXAMINATIONS 


According to the Official Gazette of 
November 7, 1953, the following students 
in Lutheran Schools successfully passed the 
1953 Primary School Certificate Examina- 


tion: 
Bacchus, Nozman Ali — St. Mary 
Prince, Eric = St. Mary 
Kursatte, Karmina — Transfiguration 
Persaud, Esme Z. — Transfiguration 


Tibohan Urmilla K.— Transfiguration 


CANJE AND LOWER BERBICE 
BETSY GROUND. Catechist-student 


Harold Kowlessar is now in charge of the 
work. Since his arrival there has been a 
marked improvement inchurchattendance as 
well as an increase in church membership. 

A confirmation class isheld every Sunday 
at 2 p.m- 

By means of a public address system, 
many persons on the public road have been 
enjoying the special festival programs. 
Through the efforts of Mr. Kowlessar, and 
head-teacher Mr. James Sukhu, the church 
now has its own bridge and gate. Thanks 
are also extended to Messrs. Hector Griffith, 
D. Totaram, and Mrs. Heyligar for polishing 
the chancel furniture and floor, and for 
providing the polish. 


Women’s League members are also ex- 
tended grateful thanks for the gift of a set 
of altar linens. 


School. Bookbinding and gardening 
have been added to the curriculum. A 
Christmas concert was given on December 
10, at which time Mrs. W.J. Scott distribut- 
ed certificates earned for regular attendance 
and for the Primary School Examination. 

A school library has been started. 


MY BIBLE AND | 


We've traveled together, 
My Bible and |, 

Through all kinds of weather, 
With smile or with sigh. 

In sorrow or sunshine, 
In tempest or calm, 

Thy Friendship unchanging, 
My lamp and my psalm. 

We've traveled together, 
My Bible and | 

When life had grown weary, 
And death e’en was nigh! 

But all through the darkness 
OF) mist or of wrong, 

| found there a solace, 
A prayer, and a song. 

So now who shall part us, 
My Bible and |? 

Shall “isms” or schisms, 
Or “‘new lights’ who try? 

Shall shadow for substance, 
Or stone for good bread, 

Supplant thy sound wisdom, 
Give folly instead? 

Ah, no, my dear Bible, 
Exponent of light, 

Thou sword of the spirit 
Put error to flight. 

And still through life’s journey, 
Until my last sigh, 

We'll travel together, 
My Bible and |. 


WEST COAST BERBICE 


SEAFIELD. All activities at Christ 
Church are being temporarily conducted at 
the old Lincoln High School because the 
church building is ina dangerous state of 
distepair. 


We extend our sympathies to the bereav- 
ed family of Thomas Peters, a member of 
the church who died very suddenly. 


Sunday School. Jean Daniels, one of 
the pupils, was involved in a motor accident 
and is hospitalized in Georgetown. 


Day School now has an enrolment of 


83. 


BEL AIR 
CAMPBELLVILLE. In spite of a heavy 


rainfall immediately before the morning 
Harvest service, 36 adults were received 
into membership by adult baptism and con- 
firmation. There were also I] infant and 
child baptisms. As a result of an intensive 
evangelism program during the past eight 
months, 47 new adult members have been 
received. Another class will soon be ready 
for reception intomembers ip. Self-support 
and missions have been received in full for 


1953. 


An art class and sewing class have been 
formed as additional activities for our young 
people. 


LE RESSOUVENIR. An adult class of 
15 non-Christians is being prepared for 
church membership, as well as a junior con- 
firmation class of 12. 

Luther League has been organized, and 
is under the leadership of Savju Gopitchan. 
A joint Christmas social was held with the 
Bel Air and Campellville Leagues. 


A WAY TO A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


To leave the old with a burst of song, 

To recall the right and forgive the wrong: 
To forget the thing that binds you fast 

To the vain regrets of the year that’s past; 
To have the strength to let go your hold 

OF the not worth while of the days grown old, 
To dare go forth with a purpose true, 

To the unknown task of the year that’s new; 
To help your brother along the road 

To do his work and lift his load; 

To add your gift to the world’s good cheer, 
Is to have and to give a Happy New Year. 


— Robert Brewster Beattie 


UPPER EAST COAST 
DEMERARA 
FAIRFIELD. After a period of illness, 


Catechist Ganga Persaud has resumed his 
duties. He had many visitors during his ill- 
ness, and is grateful to these friends. Re- 
cently there was another visitor whom he 
did not appreciate. One morning he got up 
and found three of his fowl eggs were miss- 
ing. -The next morning the other five had 
disappeared, and the bag in the box was 
tumbled. Whohad done this? The dog? 
A few hours later the thievish visitor was 
discovered—under the bag. It was a snake. 
After it was killed, two of the missing eggs 
(in perfect condition) were found in its 
stomach, 

Sunday Schools. Average attendance at 
Zeeland is 20; Fairfield is back to normal 
with 32; Columbia averages 22 but its 
attendance suffers badly during the rainy 
season. 

Luther League. St. Matthew's League 
is happy in having once again reached its 
objective for the year. They are already 
hard at work on their next project. 


RETRIBUTION AND VENGENCE 


Whoso casteth a stone on high casteth it on 
his own head; anda deceitful stroke shall 
make wounds. Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall 
therein: and he that setteth a trap shall be 
taken therein. He that worketh mischief, it 
shall fall upon him, and he shall not know 
whence it cometh. Mockery and reproach are 
from the proud ; but vengeance, as a lion, shall 
lie in wait for them. They that rejoice at the fall 
of the righteous shall be taken in the snare; 
and anguish shall consume them before they 
die. Malice and wrath, even these are abomi- 
nations; and the sinful man shall find them 
both. He that revengeth shall find vengeance 
From the Lord; and he will surely keep his 
sins in remembrance. 

Forgive thy neighbour the hurt that he hath 
done unto thee, so shall thy sins also be for- 
given when thou prayest. One man beareth 
hatred against another; and doth he seek 
pardon from the Lord ? He sheweth no mercy 
to a man, which is like himself: and doth he 
ask for forgiveness of his own sins? If he 
that is but Flesh nourish hatred, who will in- 
treat for pardon of his sins ? Remember thy 
end. and let enmity cease; remember corrup- 
tion and death, and abide in the command- 
ments- Remember the commandments, and 
bear no malice to thy neighbour: remember 
the covenant of the Highest, and wink at ignor- 
ance. Abstain from strife, and thou shalt 
diminish thy sins: for a Furious man will kindle 
strife. A sinful man disquieteth friends, and 
maketh debate among them that be at 
peace. An hasty contention kindleth a fire; 
and an hasty Fighting sheddeth blood. 

: —Ecclesiasticus 


UPPER BERBICE 


The great event in the Parish was the 
big Reformation Day Service held on 
the grounds of Reformation Church, Kimbia. 
In conjunction with this service, the corner- 
stone of Reformation Church was laid. 

Never before had so many people as- 
~sembled at one place on the river. They 
came from Bartica, DeVelde, Gaetroy, 
Sandhills, Morganston, Manacaburi, Juliana, 
Ebini, St. Lust, Weroni, Maria Henrietta, 
and Ida Sabina. They came in launches, 
bateaux, and canoes. Some crossed the 
savannahs onfoot. Many began the journey 
at midnight or the wee hours of Reformation 
morn. This was a river-wide Service, and 
the event will not be easily forgotten. 

The service was scheduled for 3p.m. 
Just about that hour rain clouds hung 
heavily over Kimbia, and everyone feared 
that there would be no Service. But, as 
though stayed by the mighty hand of God, 
the clouds didnot burst, even though there 
were heavy showers in other parts of the 
river. 

The big procession began from the school 
building while Mrs. Eden Nicholas, presid- 
ing at the organ, played the hymn “Onward 
Christian Soldiers.’” A huge, rugged cross 
was planted in the open. Beneath it stood 
an altar. There, Pastor Wylock J.E. Scott, 
vice president and treasurer of the church in 
British Guiana, readthe beautiful liturgy. 
Catechist C. Duggin, and C.C. Fredericks 
read the lessons. Pastor Eden Nicholas gave 
a brief history of the Reformation, and then 
rendered the Gospel in song such as the 
people had never heard before. Pastor 
W. J. Wolff delivered an inspiring message 
for the day, after which the cornerstone 
was laid. Participating in this ceremony 
was Mr. Lawrence Lindie, vice president 
of the Church Council; Mr. Vincent Barker, 
secretary; Miss Shirley Andrews, Sunday 
school superintendent; Mr. Brindle Boyle, 
president of the Luther League. 

This was indeed a wonderful Service, and 
God be praised for permitting such a splen- 
did Christian fellowship in His name. 

VISITORS. Another big occasion in the 
parish was the first visit of Pastor and 
Mrs. Eden Nicholas. They came up-river 
especially for the Reformation Day Service, 
but remained for a few extra days. During 
these days, Pastor Nicholas preached at 
Atonement and Reformation Churches, and 
visited Mt. Hermon, St. Paul, and Grace 
schools. With Mrs. Nicholas playing the 


portable organ, Pastor Nicholas sang for the 
children and greatly delighted them. 
KWAKWANI. The best voices in the 
community participated in a special Harvest 
concert, andthe result was the best concert 
that was ever heard in the Church. Mr. Bishop 
presided, and highly commended the singers. 


ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE 
Ephesians 3:17 


was once dry and rootless— 
All unlovely—death was reigning. 
Could | other be than fruitless, 
My creator's will disdaining, 
Going on to doom, 
Everlasting doom? 


By His sovereign mercy granting 
Grace, and heavenly life supplying, 
| am now the Father’ s planting, 
Rooted—living —never dying 
Rising in “ that day,” 
And to live for ay. 
Let me as a palm tree flourish, 
Ever fruitful, ever vernal. 
May the tiving waters nourish 
Still His plant: the streams eternal 
Rise in heaven above— 
God's unchanging love. 
—Jacob R. Awiad 
(Mr. Awjad is a member of Redeemer 


Church at Campbellville.) 


A NEW START 


| will start anew this morning with a higher, 
fairer creed; 
| will cease to stand complaining of my 
ruthless neighbor's greed; 
| will cease to sit repining while my duty’s 
call is clear; 
| will waste no moment whining, and my 
heart shall know no fear. 
look sometimes about me for the 
things that merit praise; 
| will search for hidden beauties that elude 
the grumbler’s gaze. 
| will try to find contentment in the paths 
that | must tread; 
cease to have resentment 
another moves ahead. 
| will not be swayed by envy when my 
rival’s strength is shown; 
| will not deny his merit, but I'll strive to 
prove my own; 
| will try to see the beauty spread before 
me, rain or shine; 
| will cease to preach your duty, and be 


more concerned with mine. 
— Author Unknown, 


I will 


| will when 


7 


PRAYER 


A man is directed to make a garden ina 
bad soil overrun with sour grasses. The Lord 
of the land roots out the weeds, sows seeds, 
and plants herbs and fruit trees. The 
gardener must then care for them and water 
them, that they may thrive and blossom, and 
that the Lord may find pleasure in his 
garden and come to visit it. 


There are four ways in which the watering 
may be done. There is water which is drawn 
wearily by hand from the well. There is 
water drawn by the ox-wheel, more abun- 
dantly and with greater labour. There is 
water brought in from the river, which will 
saturate the whole ground; and last and best, 
there is rain from heaven. 


Four sorts of prayers correspond to these. 
The first is a weary effort with small re- 
turns; the well may run dry: the gardener 
then must weep. The second is internal 
prayer and meditation upon God; the trees 
will then show leaves and flower-buds. The 
third is love of God. The virtues then be- 
come vigorous. We converse with God face 
to face. The flowers open and give out 
fragrance. The fourth kind cannot be de- 
scribed in words. Then thereis no more toil, 
and the seasons no longer change; flowers 
are always blowing, and fruit ripens peren- 
nially. The soul enjoys undoubting certitude; 
the faculties work without effort and with- 
out consciousness; the heart loves and does 
not know that it loves; the mind perceives, 
yet does not know that it perceives- If the 
butterfly pauses to say to itself how 
prettily it is flying, the shining wings fall 
off, and it drops and dies. 


The life of the spirit is not our life, but 
the life of God within us. 
— Santa Teresa 


Life is as powerful as death. 


SILENCE 


1 need not shout my faith. Thrice eloquent 
Are quiet trees and green listening sod; 
Hushed are the stars, whose power is never spent; 
The hills are mute: yet how they speak of God! 

— Charles Hanson Towne 


BUXTON 


BACHELOR’S ADVENTURE. Cottage 
meetings are being held regularly in various 
homes in the village. 


GOLDEN GROVE. The Sunday School 


is now becoming an established work among 
the children. 


ENMORE. Two weekly children’s classes 
are being conducted. This is a large field 
with room for extensive work. Hundreds of 
children are scattered throughout the area 
and there is need for many more classes 
among them. 


A NEW LEAF 


He came to my desk with quivering lis — 
The lesson was done. 

“Dear Teacher, | want a new leaf,” he said, 
“I have spoiled this one.” 

1} took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave him a new one all unspotted, 

And into his sad eyes smiled, 
“Do better, now, my child.” 

| went to the throne with a quivering soul — 
The old year was done. 

“Dear Father, hast Thou a new leaf for me? 
| have sgoiled this one.” 

He took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave me a new one all unspotted, 

And into my sad heart smiled, 
“Do better, now, my child.” 

Kathleen Wheeler 


THE HERO AS PRIEST 


Thomas Carlyle 


We are to consider Luther as an_ idol- 
breaker, a bringer back of men to reality, for 
that is the function of great men and 
teachers. Thus it was that Luther said to the 
Pope, “This thing of yours that you call a 
pardon of sins, is a bit of ragpaper with 
ink. It, and so much like it, is nothing else. 
God alone can pardon sins. God’s Church 
is not a semblance, Heaven and Hell are not 
semblances. Standing on this, | a poor 
German monk, am stronger than you all.” 


PACIFIC-LIL 
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THE LIBRARY 


Bo all tie gqcod you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can. 


—tdoha Wesley 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION NEWS RELEASES 


SWEDEN. As rapidly as possible, 38 
aged refugees will be provided with homes 
in Sweden through the Swedish Church 
Committee for Aid to Aged Refugees which 
works in close liaison with the Swedish 
Section of the LWF. Since the end of last 
year, permanent homes have been provided 
for 48 aged displaced persons from Germany 
and Austria. Employment is sought for 
those still able to work, others are being 
received in church institutions. |The work 
began in 1951 with an initial group of 60 
people received. 

SYRIA. The Baby Clinic at the Alliance 
Camp in Damascus, formerly operated by 
the Save the Children Fund working under 
the patronage of the Queen of England, was 
taken over by the LWF Department of 
World Service, The camp houses about 
3100 Arab refugees, overa_ third of whom 
are less than fifteen years of age. The LWF 
clinic is headed by a Syrian doctor, a chil- 
dren’s specialist, anda nurse. In an infants’ 
welfare centre, run by a Syrian nurse, 125 
children per day are weighed, washed and 
given milk, while their mothers are advised in 
child welfare. Mothers and. children come 
not only from the camp itself but also from 
refugee groups in nearby villages. LWEF 
operates another clinic within the camp for 
treating diseases of the eyes, ears, nose, 
and throat. 


UNITED STATES. The Ford Founda- 
tion contributed nearly $3,000,000 to vol- 
untary agencies for refugee aid during 1953. 


SOUTH INDIA. To relieve drought and 
famine in the region of the Tamil Lutheran 
Church, the Church of Sweden Missions 
has appealed for 200,000 Swedish crowns 
with which to buy mechanical drills for dig- 
ging deep wells. Since ordinary wells 
have dried up, many Indian villages are 
in danger. of dying out completely. As 
one well after another dries up, villagers 


(continued from page 3) 

whereas the informer looks to see if his 
neighbours have done or plotted any mischief 
the busybody brings to book and drags into 
public even the misfortunes for which they 
are not responsible. - - - Busybodies would 
do well to reflect upon this fact. It may 
make them ashamed of the family likeness 
between their own practices and those of 
a class which is 4 Special object of loathing 
and anger. 


leave to find livelihood elsewhere, and a 
many instances are reduced to begging at 
railroad stations and in the streets of towns, 
Pastors visiting these villages report that 
entire congregations have disappeared. 
Sometimes a few faithful ones remain, liv- 
ing on roots and cactus plants. Consider- 
able food shipments received from churches 
in the U.S. cannot begin to provide for the 
needy, but they have given courage to the 


stricken ones. 


The well-digging machines can supply 10 
to 15 wells a year for drinking water. Later, 
as water supplies increase again, they can 
also supply water for the village commons. 
However, even.if rain falls regularly again 
during the Monsoon seasons, it will take 
three years to make the parched earth fer-_ 
tile again and fill the ordinary wells. | The 
new wells will be situated on government- — 
owned land so that all, even the poorest and 
the caste-less, may have free access. 


LONDON. A new ‘Lutheran Center,” 
bought by the Lutheran Council of Great 
Britain with the help of LWF, was dedi- 
cated on September 16. The building 
contains office space, meeting rooms and 
lodgings for several pastors, and a chapel 
able to seat 120 worshippers. 


MADAGASCAR. | A powerful spiritual 
revival begun soon after the war by a.young 
Malagasy pastor, Rakotozandry, is still 
spreading and exerting considerable influ- 
ence. In the city of Antsirabe, monthly 


< 


. communion services draw up to 1,000 com- 


municants. Training courses for catechists 
aré crowded, and the preacher's school is 
full to capacity. The Lutheran Church of 
Madagascar has over 180,000 members. It 
is supported by the Norwegian Missionary 
Society, the Mission Board of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
Lutheran Free Church in the United States, 
and a Missions Committee in France. 


FOR THE NEW YEAR 


Are you sheltered, curled up and content by yout 
world’s warm fire? q 

Then | say that your soul is in danger, 

The sons of the Light, they are down with God 
in the mire, 

God in the manger. 

So rouse from your perilous ease; to your sword 
and your shield! 

Your ease is the ease of cattle! 

Hark, hark where the bugles are calling: out to 
some field — 

Out to some battle. 


— Edwin Markhan 


